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In March, John Percival, a research scientist with the Geological Survey of Canada, 
presented on Meteorite Impacts through Geological Time. Dr. Percival said that 
only rarely do objects large enough to excavate craters strike the Earth. However, 
the effect can be catastrophic when they do. About 66 million years ago, a 10-15 
km diameter meteorite travelling at 10 km/second struck the Yucatan Peninsula 
in present day Mexico, vaporizing rocks within a 150-km wide, 20-km deep crater. 
Rock vapour enveloped the globe, resulting in the extinction of about half of 
Earth’s species, including the dinosaurs. But the Chicxulub event was not the 
worst mass extinction: that occurred 250 million years ago when about 90% of 
species disappeared. The talk included an illustrated tour of impact events, 
including notable Canadian craters: the closest one - 450-million-year-old Brent 
crater in eastern Algonquin Park.  

 

Heather Kharouba was our April speaker. She is an Assistant Professor of Biology 
at the University of Ottawa and she presented on Climate Change and the Timing 
of Species Interactions. Dr. Kharouba’s work has demonstrated that there have 
been widespread shifts in the timing of species interactions over recent decades 
due to climate change. However, it remains difficult to understand the 
consequences of those shifts for communities and ecosystems.  

 

In May, Brian Carson spoke about the Treasures of the Ottawa Valley – Trilliums. 
In recent years, according to Brian, more and more floral gems are being found 
here in the Ottawa Valley: elusive double Trilliums, incredible colored Trillium 
variants, revered double hepaticas, gargantuan bloodroots and many more 
marvelous beauties. The presentation, a virtual tour of the valley, covered the 
discovery of these treasures.  

 



Cory Harris, an Associate Professor of Biology at the University of Ottawa, gave a 
presentation on The Fruits of our Forests in June. Wild plants have provided food 
and medicine to the peoples of North America, from pre-colonial times to the 
present day. In his talk, Dr. Harris introduced concepts in ethnobotany - the study 
of how people interact with plants - to offer a new perspective on some of the 
well and lesser known plants of Ontario. He discussed what's good for your 
health, what's good for your belly, and what's best left alone. 

 

In September we moved indoors and explored with George White, President and 
the mycologist at RIFDS (Residential and Industrial Fungal Detection Service) 
mould growth inside built structure through his presentation, When Nature 
Moves In: The Consequences of Mould in the Indoor Environment. Mr. White’s 
presentation focused on what mould is, how it behaves, how to know if you have 
it, the symptoms associated with mould exposure, and the appropriate actions 
needed to mitigate mould and to prevent mould from occurring indoors. 

 

Our October presentation, Impacts of Climate Change on Ungulate Populations, 
covered much of North America through the filter of large prey-predator 
interactions. Dr. Frank Mallory, Professor, Department of Biology, Laurentian 
University presented on his most recent work with woodland caribou and the 
forest industry in Ontario, Manitoba and Labrador and the re-introduction of elk 
into central Ontario. This work aims to better understand the relationships 
between habitat change and its impact on predator/prey systems and the 
sustainability of ungulate populations. 

  



This November Alberto Suarez-Esteban delivered an amazing talk on the interplay 
of people and carnivores in the wild, Not so Alone in the Wild: People, Carnivores, 
and their Common Paths – A Yukon Study. Human-wildlife conflicts are one of the 
biggest challenges for the conservation of large carnivores worldwide. The Yukon 
Territory is no exception, as it combines sizeable populations of large carnivores 
and an increasing human population that loves the outdoors. Alberto presented 
on his attempts to understand how people and carnivores share the Whitehorse 
trail network with the ultimate goal of reducing human-wildlife conflicts and 
improving carnivore conservation.  

 

Our last presentation of the year in December featured Michael Runtz, President 
of the Macnamara Field Naturalists’ Club, and was entitled The Nature of Canada: 
A Naturalist's Journey across this Great Country. From Badgers and Bighorn Sheep 
to Sea Otters and Steller Sea Lions, Michael discussed how a cross-Canada road 
trip provided myriad encounters with wildlife in many different ecological settings 
ranging from prairie and mountain peaks to tidal pools and oceanic islands.  

 

 

Please contact me on your thoughts on the presentations both in 
terms of topic and scope and with your suggestions on future topics 
and speakers. My e-mail address in johnhmcewen@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

 


