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2018 Secretary’s Report
Judy Seligy

Secretary’s 2018 Report Judy Seligy

As Secretary, I have been responsible for:
• preparing Agendas and taking the Minutes at Executive Meetings and at the

AGM and distributing copies to the Executive.
• responding and/or forwarding Club correspondence to the Executive and/or

other relevant parties.

I coordinated the organization of this year’s banquet  and silent auction  with  help 
from other Executive members. 



2018 Membership Report
Monique Boivin

September	2018	- August	
2019	inclusive:
• 97	Memberships
– 47	Individual	Memberships
– 50	Family	Memberships

• 165	Members
– 47	Individuals
– 118	in	Families

Membership 2018 Report M Boivin

2018	/	2019	Members	
in	good	standing



2018 Membership Report
Non-renewals	in	2018-2019:
• Based	on	2017/18	Memberships
– (September	2017	- August	2018
inclusive)

• 51	Memberships
– 29	Individual	Memberships
– 22	Family	Memberships

• 88	Members
– 51	Individuals
– 37	in	Families

• 29	x	$25	+	22	x	$30	=	$1385
Membership 2018 report M Boivin

Non-renewals	for	2018-
2019



2018 Membership Report

Membership 2018 Report M Boivin

Non-renewals	from	2016-2017	membership	year



2018 Field Trips
Maureen Carrier

• We had 14 outings scheduled:
– One was cancelled because of weather.
– The trips covered diverse areas of interest.
– 8 field trips were led by our own club members.
– Most of the outings explored areas within easy driving distance of Arnprior.
– In general, we had very good participation at all of these events, averaging 17

members and guests, but sometimes with more than 40!
– Each outing attracts a different group of interested people so this is very good

participation for our small club.

• I am looking for someone to help with field trips, especially when I am
away. Please speak with me if you are interested.

• If you have an idea for a field trip, or could lead one, please let me know.

2018 Field Trips M Carrier



Field Trips 2018 Report

Field Trips 2018 Report Maureen Carrier

Title (from most recent) Leader/Host 

Christmas Bird Count (December 26) Michael Runtz 

Fall Birding Around  Arnprior Sophie Roy 

Annual Trail Maintenance Members of the Club (cancelled due to 
snow) 

Geology of the Ottawa Valley Wouter Bleeker 

Fall Birding Dunrobin/Constance Bay Members of the Club 

Rare Lichen Tour Troy McMullin 

Orchids in the White Lake Fen Michael Runtz 

Evening Birding Mac Trail Art Goldsmith 

Native Tree Walk Owen Clarkin 

Spring Ephemerals Mary Marsh 

Museum of Nature, Tour of Collections staff of the museum 

Owl Prowl Michael Runtz 

Snowshoe and Social Karen Krueger 

Nature Walk on the Carp Ridge David Spence 



Field Trips 2018

Field Trips 2018 Maureen Carrier



Field Trips 2018
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Field Trips 2018



Field Trips 2018 
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Macnamara Field Naturalists’ Club
2018 Speakers Report – John McEwen

In March, Jordan Mallon, a research scientist in Palaeobiology at the
Canadian Museum of Nature, presented on How We Know What We
Know about Dinosaur Ecology. Dr. Mallon presented on recent advances
in dinosaur ecology (where they lived, what they ate, when they were
active, etc.), with a focus on the new technologies for the study of
dinosaurs. For example, by examining feeding posture, skull and beak
shape, jaw function and tooth wear, Jordan showed that different
species of horned dinosaurs living in Alberta 75 million years ago were 
able to coexist because of their varied diets.

The Significance of Glaciation in Canada and the Ottawa Valley was the
title of our April presentation given by David Sharpe, a research scientist
at the Geological Survey of Canada in Ottawa. Dr. Sharpe reviewed the
origin and nature of glaciation in Canada, including an exciting new idea
that, in addition to the glaciers, much of the glaciated Canadian landscape 
has been modified by very large glacial floods that discharged from under
the continental ice sheets.



Speakers Report - 2018

In May, Alex Sutton, a Ph.D. candidate with the Department of Integrative 
Biology, University of Guelph, presented on gray jays in his presentation
entitled,   Life on the Edge: What we have learned from the Gray Jays of 
Algonquin Park. We found out that gray jays are an enigmatic bird of the
Canadian boreal forest that is well adapted to not only survive, but thrive in
harsh winter conditions.

Gabriel Blouin-Demers was our June presenter. Gabriel is a Professor in the 
Department of Biology at the University of Ottawa and his topic was
Conservation Biology of Reptiles in Ontario. His presentation answered the
following questions: What is a reptile? What are the turtles, snakes, and
lizards of Ontario? What is their conservation status? What are the main
threats facing reptile populations? How can we help conserve reptile
populations?



Speakers Report - 2018

In September, an amateur local astronomer, Gary Boyle
in his presentation, Stars - The Key to Life,
demonstrated how life began from the cosmos billions 
of years ago and that "we are all make of star stuff".

Jeff Skevington, a lifelong naturalist and club member 
and a research scientist with Agriculture Canada, gave
a very unique presentation for the club on Madagascar
- Exploring the 8th Continent in October. Jeff talked
about the enormous diversity of the island’s biota with
the majority of biota found nowhere else in the world.
The focus of the presentation was on birds but
included information on many aspects of natural 
history as well as logistics relevant to anyone interested
in visiting Madagascar.



Speakers Report - 2018

• Last November, a very well-attended talk was given by Carl Savignac on the
Evening Grosbeak, Understanding the decline of one of our most charismatic winter 
bird species – The Evening Grosbeak. Carl is a forest bird biologist and an ecological 
consultant in Chelsea, Québec. He reviewed the natural history of the Evening
Grosbeak and summarized threats and limiting factors that are known to be
responsible for its decline.

• The final presentation for 2018 was given in December by Dr. Danielle Fraser, a
research scientist in paleobiology at the Canadian Museum, Conservation
Palaeontology: Leveraging the Past to Understand our Future. Conservation 
biologists try to understand the responses of ecosystems to anthropogenic 
disturbance with the purpose of developing policies for their conservation.
Danielle reviewed how the fossil record which is the result a series of natural 
experiments that reveal how natural ecosystems respond to change can 
contribute to the understanding future disturbances due to current anthropogenic
activities.



Publicity: Speaker Articles
Arnprior Chronicle-Guide, West Carleton Review

Communications 2018 Report Karen Runtz



Publicity: events: 2018 banquet
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Publicity: ongoing: 
Facebook, Twitter, Website

Managed and posted most days to a Macnamara
Facebook page *Supported by Karen Krueger

Website: Created/updated/managed online forms i.e. 
membership registration and payment, donations 
(also via Canada Helps site) and event tickets.

Website: managed content

Managed and 
posted most days to 
Twitter
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Outreach: Table at Wildlife Speaker 
Series; Table at Huntley Garage Sale

Thanks to those members 
who contributed items we 
cleared $213 to put towards 
the club’s operating 
expenses and spread the 
word about our great club.
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Yes, we sold notecards 
at both events!

Communications 2018 Report Karen Runtz



Outreach: Arnprior Library’s 
March Break nature walk

Thanks to Maureen Carrier and 
Alicia Salyi for leading this 
event
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Bulletins
Created and issued 8 Bulletins in 2018 to date. 
Managed MailChimp mail management system.
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Editor of The Lady's-Slipper 2019
Looking back as well as forward, marking 35th Anniversary

A look back + overview from the editor

Profile of founding member Eric Ridgen  + photo by Liza Badham 

Reprint of  Eric Ridgens’s 1984 bird identification article

A Prince’s Soliloquy poem + photo with tie-in to Michael Runtz column

An Apple a Day by Sherry Sadler

Citizen Science in Action! Camera Captures: photos from Stephen Duff and Ann Lambert 

2017 Christmas Bird Count Michael Runtz overview + photos of representative birds 

Tapestry Carp Hills feature by Janet Mason  with photos

Call Me by Your Name… or not by Karen Runtz feature with photos

Safe Wings Ottawa by Shannon McCormick 

Wood Ducklings by Sue Desjardins  plus photo 

Budding Birder by Ann Lambert plus photo

Members Night snapshots from Donnie Gordon, Bert de Vry, Dave Forsyth, Brian 

Carson

Orchids feature by Michael Runtz

+ more!

Communications 2018 Report Karen Runtz

COMING SOON!



Other

• Member of three-person
MFNC constitution review led
by John McEwen and also
joined by Monique Boivin.

Communications 2018 Report Karen Runtz



• Yvonne	Wissing became	our	new	trail
coordinator.

• We	received	a	grant	from	a	private
foundation	to	refresh	the	trail	and
kiosk.

• Volunteers	Bert	de	Vry,	Jock	MacNeil,
and	John	McLaughlan helped	Yvonne
throughout	the	year	with	ongoing
trail	maintenance:
– Downed	trees
– Boardwalk	repairs
– Brush	clearing
– Trail	marking



• Vern	Seligy made
directional	signs	to
highlight	special
trail		features.

• Many	other	people
helped	with	trail
maintenance	and
downed	trees
throughout	the
year:	Vern,	John	&
Beth	McEwen,	Paul
Carrier,	Béatrice &
Julian	Romeskie.



Trail Extension Project

Before . . .

. . . and after!

We	installed	the	220	
foot	aluminum	
boardwalk	in	
October	and	
November.



Trail	Extension	Volunteers

27

Volunteers	
prepared	the	
trail	and	West	

Link.

Steel	anchor	bars	donated	
by	BadhamMachine	Shop

Julian	and	Paul	help	Steve	
replace	the	boardwalk

Steve	
Duffield	was	
critical	to	the	
success	of	

the	
installation.



Trail	Extension	Project	- 2019

Plans	for	next	year:
• Trail	guide	update
• Trail	marking
• Sign	installation
• Bench	installation

Official	Opening	
Ceremony	in	the	spring

Canada

In	memory	of	
Sherry	Sadler




